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The Enthuſiaſt $ Motion of Election 70 
eternal Life diſproved ; or, God's Favour 
obtained by the Obſervance of his Laws. 
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On I. CORINTHIANS, ix. 27. 
Preached before . i 

UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, 
thy = 

St. Peter” 8 Chute y- on Feb. 10 T 769. 
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By JOHN 17 N, . 4. 


Vice-PaNCIPAL of MacpaLEnE HALL. 
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We muſt receive Gets Promiſes in ſuch wil as Se be 
generally ſet forth to us in Holy Scripture : And in our 
Doings, that Will of God is to be followed, which we 
have expreſsly declared unto us in the Word of God. 

Art. 17, of Predeſtination and Election. 
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tates of uninſtructed Head and the Wiles af 
6 8 miſchievans; cankkqu ueatially 
Jo, 80 gur bah Religion, as the c [Qpite 
of a faberNeif,. But when: | | 
the beſt Cauſe in the Wotld, it is of little | 
who are the Autharsof it, and it 
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Is certain that.ow Way of hunting: 
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te 
virtues which are the Fruits of a firm Per- 
Jn that Jt « came from 1 and t that — 


vour. The 3 Syſtems that 8 
an Exemption from Duty are juſtly deteſtable, 
ſtanding in direct Oppeſiion ts Chriſtianity, 
which every where teaches its F ollowers to be 
active in the Exerciſe of every Virtrie,” and 
diligent i in ſecuring the End of their Calling. 
Fon this Purpoſe St. Paul, that we, might not 
want. Incentives to Holineſs, bas ſometimes 
Recdurſe to Figures. "which exhibit ſtrongly 
and ſtrikingly the Nature of our Profeſſion 
and the Mode of diſcharging It. In this 
Chapter the Chriſtian Life is illuſtrated By 
Alluſions to certain Games well known to his 
-Corinthian Converts, who are informed that 
-the: Bruifing or Mortifying the Body ſo as to 
make it ſubſerve the Intereſts of the Soul, 4s 
-neceſlary to the: Attainment: of celeſtial l 
pineſs. And that the Agoniſtical Ideas he 
employs may make the quicker Impreſfion. on 
their Minds he intimates where the Compariſon 
Kals with Regard to the tuo Contentions. -- 1 
holds. good in many Reſpects : but berein it 
eis deficient; that whereas One only 3 
-the Prize in the Field of eatthly lory, Al, 
Sy contending — — the Chriſtian 


CEO n 4 5 Race, 
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Race, obtain a Orown of Glory that fidet 
not away. Another Circumſtance - or "two 
might be added where the Gymnaſtic Expreſs. 
fions, which do not quite reach the Thing 
intended by them, ſuggeſt to a quick Under- 
ſtanding Ideas that exhibit powerfully" the 
Nature of the Chriſtian Warfare. But wa- 
ving this, Iwill try to make good the fol 
loving Propoſition, © That an abſolute Elec- 
tion to eternal Life is a Doctrine contrary to 

t Scripture and Reaſon ; and that an Election 
conditional is not attainable by Faith oy 
ay this e . let us conſider” e 


1. The Charatter of Him 2 kept ied « his | 
Body and brought it, cc. 


U. His Moti ves for 3 fach: Mars. | 


fication. : 


HI. The Roese, of luck a Condaltyiind 
Laſtly, What may be learnt from the Sum ay | 


5 0 ace Particulars. Bs 


13 ben to confer FS Character, Se. 85 
_ -| Next to the Bleſſed Virgin this "Perſon 
ſeems to have been moſt highly favoured by 
the Godhead. Enoch walked with God. 
Abraham was the Friend of God. Moſes was 
<P the Servant: of thin Son of God, 

UTR A 2 Deu 


prune ure ̃—LÜ᷑ . ⅛——pC˙f , . 
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Bab was per eforrr ing 3 7 8 


fab had hardly hid Equal in any Liſt Regal 


or-Prophetical,. From Iſaiah to Malachi we 


heat of Viſions, Revelations, and Meſſages, 
cotpmunicated by Heaven of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence to Thoſe for whoſe Sake they were 
given, r 
Time thall be no more. Yet after all, the 
actual Tranſlation of Some, 'God's--vifible:In» - 
texpoſition at the Prayers and on the Behalf | 
of Others, the great Elogys beſtowed on All; - 
ſeem not ſingly or colleRtively to have placed 
any One ſo high in the divine Regard as the 
Apoſtle was, whoſe Character we are conſi- 
dering-- And as under the old Covenant, 
fruitſul of Inſtances touching God's Reſpect 
to Individuals, we meet with none of ſo pe- 
culiar a Caſt as This:; 16 in the new Peſta- 
ment, if the Honour of being Harbinger to 
the Meſſiah, a Sight of his Tran a 
Converſe with him after the Reſurrection, K-:- 
ſelemm to che high -Olkee -of 
. ip tand n View vf ſthe aſonding tri- 
achphant-Foſub- do not reach ſome Particulars - 
Which dliſtinguiſhed this Meſſenger of the 


Moſt High, He: muſt be alöwed to fal 


N 6 amd nnn, Fot werd this 
1 1 8 Fellow 


2 7 b 
Fellow-workers .in. the Miniſtry, hs clove 
Apoftles, immediately 
and ahvinted by the Holy Spirit ? Bo was He, 


and with Cireumſtances which habe no Pa- 


rallel. Were they favohted with Vifidns and 
Revelations? So was Hes and with ſuch too 


ON dl ah MT 


them gave a Title to Superiority, who in 
that heaven-taught, heaven-direQed Society 
could vie with hin? Was He behind the 
Chiefeſt of them in any Reſpect ? Cettainly 
the Humility that prompted Him td fay of 
Himſelf that he was the leaſt of all Saints and 
not wortiry to be called an Apoſtle elevates 
Him above the: Pacdh- of - tis moſt inired 
RefarteRion?. 8 did 4 troed the 
Wiſdom of this World uniced at Athens to 
the poor: Refuge of Mockery and to the mi- 

give him a Re-hearing. Did they prove from 
me Soriptutes that Jeſus was the Chtiſt ? He 
did the fame; with an Eloquenee that hath no : 
Exaniple, and by Arguments that ate irte- 
fniſtible ? bun de due on u arent | 


Nee ,,,. 


CS 
dwelt likewiſe on the glorious "heme, and 
oſten· delighted to dwell, putting vain Philo- 
ſophy to the Bluſh, and Science falſely ſo 
called, while he unfolded, as far as it was 
explicable, the very Mode of our Redemption 
from the Grave, and the celeſtial Clarity of 
the changed or glorified Body. A Myſtery! 
of which the World before had no Notice, 

no Conception | and which was reſerved to 
be delivered by that Man in Chriſt, who 
fourteen Years before had been caught up 
into the third Heaven, where he ſaw that 
Jeſus fitting at the right Hand of God whom 
he had heard and ſpoke to in his Journey to 
Damaſcus, and afterwards into Paradiſe, where 
he converſed with the Spirits of juſt Men not 
yet made perfect, but waiting for that con- 
ſummate Bliſs which hy could not arrive at 
nor was be re- admitted to till after the Reſur- 
rection. Well then might this divine Writer 
ſay, I Will nos to Viſions and Revelations 
of the Lord.“ For he: recounts ſuch as 
magniſied the en Condeſcenſion of 
God, and at the ſame Time confounded the 
Arts of his Opponents, whoſe whole Quiver 
of bitter Words muſt be emptied in vain 
when they found Humility in One who had 


E. a to a View of the beatific Vifon, 
1 e Fer 
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For the Man Who had been ſo aſtonil ur OY 
honoured was fo far from being elated, that 
he never remitted from the Sescray er His 
Labours, nor leſſened his Attenti on to that | 
powerful Confederacy' of the World; the Fleſh; 
and the Devil, by 4which the faireſt Virtue has 
been ruined,” by which the holieſt Perſons 
have been vanquiſhed. I keep "under" my 
Body, &c. Strange Words theſe to come from 
ſuch an one as hath been deſcribed/!* And not 
the leſs ſtrange if it be conſidered chat he 
was fore-0 ordained, ſeparated, called,” elefted't to 
| preach Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified. Fot 
if it be certain that his Converts ers. called 
according to God's Purpoſe, it is t certain 
(no Conſequence can be clearer) that he was 
called according to ' the ſame * wo 
that this Paul of Tarſus Was Oh who Gd 
ä foreknew, and Pune he thus Pele him 
he did predeſtinate to be confortned! to the 
Image of his Son, and whom d- did pre- | 
deſtinate, him he alſo called, and whom. he 
called, him he 16" juſtified, ard 5595 5 he 
juſtified | him he alſo .8lorified by, Seits bim 
an Eurneſt of that unũtterable 1950 Bf Mich 
others cannot taſte befote they 
throught the Grave” and Gate of 
n. What this Predeſti 
preciſely 


| | of it that from that Tenn 
wo Fac can. tracted which proveth 3 
Corrcign, Wende reſpecting Him, or Others, 
that They were fo called as that They mul} 
neceſſarily be for ever glarified, And This 
may be inferred from my Text, which ſpeaks, 
upon Calvins Hypotheſis, of yain Fears. and 

fruitleſs Auſterities, and likewiis from the 
Monitions given to theſe called, theſe iebified, 
theſe predeftinated Diſciples of the Goſpel, in 

which they are dehorted from Diſphedience 
to Government, fram every Debt but that of 
| Charity, from © Rioting 2 gd Drunkengeſß, 
from Chambering and Wantonneſz, from Striſe 
and Envying: <In a Word, from making 
Proviſion for the Fleſh, to. full the Lats 
thereof,” I will finiſh this Head with ſupper 
ſing that theſe Diduabives are unmeaning and 
 impertinent. if „ eee wy 
ON OW Par: 1 hr K 10 


N the Motives for St. Pas der 

a Bah, 8 14112 

W's {which was the oond. Thing 9b 
conſidered) may fairly he preſumed... .. ..: 

I. A Cankderatian of what Chriſt 40 fo 

Naan 1h Babe, 


Joy, ſaid a celeſtial 


3 © 
2. An intimate Knowledge of Huimari Na- 
tore, as it 18 4 4% and as it is f 
by Grace from on high. 
„ 3. A Rebiew of the fad Lapſes and total 
Apoſtaſys of many, who had been ordained 
toreternal Life; and had for a Time run well 


x* + Ae 1215 
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it Behold. 2 da you gind Tidings of great 


de n Mit: People, Nor an Enaod f 
general and comprehenſive. muſt needs! be 
98. erding as ĩt vras inter. | 
is born a Saviour who is Ch 
Not to Tu exclufive of the: reſt of abs 
kind, but to Tow as 4 Part of that World 


ee e „ 


„ which-ſhatl 


| 


Commiſſion ſhew that the 


1 12 — Ti 
that he hath put 4 or Any into a Nats of | 
actual Salvation, is to. ſpeak haſtily and in- 
cautiouſly. For the Terms of the Apoſtle's 

ended Salvation 
is propounded conditionally — “ He that belie- 


veth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved. It ſhould 


ſeem then that we are put into a ſaluubie 
State only, and that if we. are not Javed our 
merited Miſery will be owing to our on- 
Compliance with the Conditions of the ne 
Covenant. Now that there is this Diſt | 
between -Salvability':and actual Salvation. it 
cannot be donbted 'when we read ſuch Words 
as the following Not willing that any ſhouſd 
periſh but that Al ſhould come to Repen- 


Inet We 4 


2 0 God loved the World that he gave 


his only begotten Son that All that believe in 
Him' ſhould not periſn but have everlaſting 
Eife. So run that Ye may obtain. Ve di 


run well: Who did hinder you, that you 


ſhould not obey the Truth?“ We find no 
Impediments thrown in their Way by God, 
or by his Meſſengers. The Obfacles were 

inyeterate Prejudices which might have been 
removed, or Luſts which might have been 


maſtered. St. Paul perceived Frepoſſe 
in others which he had experienced in him» 
"_ nin recommending them a Wali 


{th : . : 
9] i 
> . T % 7 5 - 


75 2 : | he ava engaged; he fficenty . | 


0 — ul be er. to five to chic 
in at pe at 60 bis 3 Ar ee 
6 et 5 Kt N 1 7 0 Wo 185615 9 BW 1 iris 

| e, Anchor Marie for Sh 8 Pau. 15 


pas- 4 Wie ien 11000 oel — 
mut: this Apoſtie be af#ed who could trace 
every natural ſ ant moral Evil to its Source, 
and inark-diftinetly the Efedts of that Sb 
which mads ſo great a Breach between God 
and the Creature? To Him the maſt ſecret 
Fibres of that Root of Bitterneſs muſt ſtand 
expoſed, and eto ſo piereing 4 Sight every Ma- 
lady muſtibe:doubly afflicting while an hor- 
rihle Dread: would overwhelm” him upon a 
Conſciouſneſs? thut He was a Part of the 
rr e of only 
eil F n for ĩn the greateſt Profi- 
: cient in Piety there wills: always” be Filth - 

2 left to denominate him a miſerable 
. 


—— — — 


Imagina- 
too, which addeid to the: Apotaſys in his 


5 18 
| Bivingf'c (hbaitſo me Son of e A 


mo chat he could not became: better: 
and 1 2 and Him 


—ů 9 
a Dectee irreverſible, of a Faith \mniformly © 
operative, and of a Juſtiention in this Life 
final will appear to be what it really is, a 
mers Dream. 1 
rom ung. No wonder then that ſa 
holy, ſo wiſeß e de ee ont Apoſtle 
ſhould ſbe w, both by his Doctrint and Ex- 
ample, the Futility of ſuch / Pretehoes, and 
by keeping under his Bady, Se. prevent his 
rd ane and tejected by the Juũge 
Dead, who rqwardeth and pu 
Abet eee u th - che Derds done in 
5 Oye of Command) 513 has 
1 7 Daten N t 19,2890; 1 
——— — — byi Gas! | 
quent Reviews of the Miſcarriages which: 


e, eat ene enn, nen ind 
their y 


poſe chat every: — of this) Kind in the. 
old Teſtament raſe to: his-afflicted: 


on 
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enn Days mult have been tuo u ming to 
wie Man for Rick art e e al by 'thew. 
dds and af amug of bis Diſciples, | * « We 
vate not of them, who draw back unto Per» 
46. dition, but of them that believe to the 
_ 4 ſaving uf the Soul. But it is probable He 
could recount many fingular Defet#ions from 
the Truth among thoſe. who had been baps 
tiſed -and-inftructed.' by his Brother Peter; 
and it ig, likely that Barnabut, and other 


: Apoſtlet had complained of grievous Relapſes 


in the Churches that they had e 


Think) ie more than Conjecture, "becauſe it 
it anni that our Apoſtle had ei nee 
great Variety of Change in the Faith" and 
Manner and-Refolation of Numbers, WhO 
be bad turned from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of 'Satan unto God. Some 
made Shipwreck of their Faith after they had 
_ embraced the Goſpel and exerciſed 4 them 


towards God and towards Man.“ ow ae 


5 Jobn with malicious Words, we kathy + A "I 
_ avirate that typify in a. moſt lively Manner 


thoſe unmerriſal — who inveigh 


with 


ſelves in having a Conſcience void of Offence 


4 
1 
' 
f 
} 
| 
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1 a6 1 
with Words that cat, as ddthi a 
againſt All that hold 2 bea 
reaſonable} Inftitution,': and Schiſm, ini this: 
Land, to be finful, and that the | Cubſeccanſe- 
A of brainſick Viſioharies will not came. 
Bat theſe Men were not the any Apoſlates 
Wo exerciſed the Patience of the Apoltle: 
One Demas ſorſook him, having loved this 
pngſent paltry World. In whom every tem- 
potizing· Eecleſiaſtic is ſtigwatized ta the End 
of Time; but f whom it is no where ſaid 
that he ever returned to lis Duty. But; per- | 
haps ve may be reminded of the Names of 
and Pudens, and Linus, and. a 
as Examples of Perſeverance in: the Profeflion 
of .the,,Goſpel ; Names certainly that will 
be. bad in everlaſting ;Remembrance::;Bbt. 
then we: muſt not forget-that our Chriſtian 
Hero acquaints us with an Apoſtaſy that has 
no. Parallel i in the Annals of Time ſinre the 
ht at Gerhſemane. An Apeſaſ that is 
dible becauſe Inſpiration relates It l 


only credit 


An  Apoſtaſy not of  balf + Belieuerm om ; 
extempore Cbr: iftians, but of 'N umbers.,whol./. Fr 


Faith and Obedience were celebrated; threug- 
out the whole World 1— Of thoſe e Bad 
obeyed. from. the Heart that form of L 


"rk was, Ong: to n e were, in 
one 


7 TY 


Word, n made fret ſtom din, and ere become 
Servants to God, having their Fruit into 
Holineſs and the End everlaſting Life.” The 
aſtoniſhing Defecłion is thus recorded — < At 
my firſt Ber {or Apology before the Pres 
fe& of the City] o Man ſtood with me, but 
all Men forſook me. Theſe were his Roman 
| Converts. | And now what is become of the 
it be faid that they might. be re-inſtated by bt 
praying that God would not lay it to their 
4 I anſwer that Peter 9 Faith failed, 
though hriſt himſelf prayed it might not; 
and it is obſervable. that Peter was recoverec 
not by mpegs by Repentance. | Wy Oy 


t ** 3 TT 193, 
A Kn 
— 4 1 — 415 7 — 06 


1 e wender thirdly, the Rea: ; 
Genders of St. Paul Conduct in his Par- 
ſoit of Dro: ee, n 1 
big des eee 98 2 IDS IS -- = $3903 -b- 
The repeated Patidrrations: we” meet wm 
to work out our Salvation are ſtrengthened by 
the- whole Current of their Lives who Faye 
_ -Inftrudtion and Example were unit 
el in We Infliried. Mordljr; who never Pro- 
poſed a Duty which they themſelves did not 
perform, nor - recommended, at any Titne, 
a Virtue which wy did not * 


wh if riots 1 | nor 


. 

ee which ay: celine 1 to e 

All this was arduous, but it wes reaſdnabl 

and, notwithſtanding their Yaunts,. 8 | 
modern Apoſtles are the very worſt. Copyiſts 
of thoſe exemplary Sufferert. I is very ea, 
for Men to talk of Perſerution- with the Me- 
giſtrate on their Side, of ſaſting in the midi} = 

of fulneſt Bread, and of laying dum 

Necks to be trod upon while. the Owners arg 

S | 
Congre 85 t : 

for Tokens” fart _ 7 ve ſt Lov 

of God, and the laſt Exproſiian of Chari 

_ to Men, but 1 fear they chat vapour! mall 

18 about embracing the Stake, are more likely 

1 to make. other Men Martyrs than to His ſurb . 

[| themſelves; and ſhould. there; be a Sell of | 

1 Fire in this Land, for Ri leſs Sake, 

: I believe it would not be ind to have paſt 

[| on their Garments. . Their” Friad of the 

[| Church of Rome have drawn beautiful Pie 

18 tures of this exalted Yirtue, but, as One; wall 

118 _ obſerves, what. they have handſomely. de: 

(|  ſeribed,. they have ke. our eee 1 

But to return. 7 2117 251 4 5225 5 
Ir che Kingdom. of Heaven,. or the Chil, 


Bom Dean bo th 4 a. Race: it is 
RE. 2 
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rains! II Aceh de eee i 
which the Gauntlet is uſdd, it is proper 
to be ahuayt in Praftice; that we may 
ſtrike ſure, and not loſe our Blows with 
beating the empty Air. If the Church of | 
Chriſt be ee! let not him that girdeth 
ant his 1 baaſt himſelf. as he that 
putteth it off. Fer it is Time enough fot 
ao one to wise Liei on his Shield, hes 
ber bes fought 4 good Fight, and finiſbad 
his Courſe. If it Was right in the Carin: 


thians, : ſtriring for; the Maſtery, to be tem-. 


perate in all Things, ſureſy it is; ſo in Thuſe 
v bo are contending not for a Chaplet, a ve+ 
getable Crown, a Garland of Leaves that 
ſoon; wither and, fall to Pieces, but for a 
Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 10 

Again. If there be two. Gates, and we are 
commanded to. rive to enter in at the ſtrait 
one, we muſt. rain; every Nerve, and call 
forth all our Strength, and, though trpulſed, 
regain the Ground we have loſt, and bear up 
ſtill to the Paſſage that lets into Rliſs: others 
wiſe our Damnation. will be juſt. If indeed 
e at e 


. 4 B * 
. 2 i} 4 Air 7 C - 121 2 14 hn 4 


vided for the heady, the proud, and the 


1 20 J : 
but our Calling: and Election were — 
fare; we might ſleep on and take our Reſt; 
and when the *Archanget's' Trumpet ſhould 
awaken Us we might advance, without any 
Miſgivings, to fit down with Abrabam, Jſuac, 


and Duacob, in the Kingdom pf Heaven. But 


as other Regions and other Comp) 


va are pro- 


boaſtful, let us conclude with a tranſient Vie 


of the Conſequence of always abounding in 
the Work of the: Lord.“ By Faith and Pa- 


tierite we inherit the Promiſes. By Striving, 
we enter in at the ſtrait Gate. By Labour ing, 
we obtain the Meat that added 46 ever 
laſting Life. By Morking out our Salvation 
we enter into the Joy of our Lord; by Pref 
fing toward the Mark we receive the Prize 
of the high Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; 
by Giving all Dillzencs, we make our Callin 3 
and Election fare; by Overcoming, our Names 


will not be blotted ont of the Bock of Life: 


And laſtly, by Watching and Pruying always, 
we are accounted Morte t to ſtand before the 
Son of Man: ' 7. e. we ſhall catry our Cauſe 
at his Tribunal, be accounted and pronounced 
Righteous'in bis Sight, according to that Lau 


of Grace and Mercy, which He, as our Sa- 
| viour, 


C 21 1 
viour, hath procured, ratify'd, and confirmed, 
with his moſt precious Blood. | 
One of the Elders faid to St. John, 
„What are Theſe who are arrayed in 
white Robes? and whence: came They? 
It is anſwered, © Theſe are They who came 
out of great Tribulation, but they ſhall hunger 
no more, neither thin any more, neither 
ſhall the Sun light on them, nor any 
Heat. For the Lamb who is in the midſt 
of the Throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead 
them unto living Fountains. of Waters: and 
"God ſhall wipe away all Tearsfrom their Nye. | 
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